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making a difference

The Ridge
Gives Back

Marianne Temple of Northstar Lane 
is the Chairperson for the Rotary 
Club of Evergreen's Imagination 
Library Program.

Imagination Library is an early lit-
eracy program created by the Dolly 

Parton Foundation. In 1995, Dolly Parton launched Dolly Parton's 
Imagination Library to benefit the children of her home county 
in East Tennessee. Dolly's vision was to foster a love of reading 
among children and their families by providing them with the gift 
of a specially selected book each month. By mailing high quality, 
age-appropriate books directly to their homes, she wanted chil-
dren to be excited about books and to feel the magic that books 
can create. Moreover, she could insure that every child would 
have books, regardless of their family’s income. 
 
Making A Difference:
Dolly’s Imagination Library became so popular that in the year 
2000 she announced that she would make the program available 
for replication to any community sponsor that was willing to 
partner with her to support it locally. The local Imagination Li-
brary program is sponsored and funded by the Evergreen Rotary 
Foundation (501c3). Children enrolled in this area early literacy 
program reside in various local mountain foothills communities 
in Jefferson County and Clear Creek County. The Rotary Club of 
Evergreen has established partnerships with five area preschools 
to provide this program to approximately 130 children per month. 
 
Since the initial program launch in the United States, Dolly Par-
ton's Imagination Library has gone from just a few dozen books 
to over 60,000,000 books mailed to children in the United States, 
Canada and across the pond to the UK. Currently over 1,600 local 
communities provide the Imagination Library to over 750,000 
children each and every month. 
 
To learn more about the Imagination Library Program, logon to: 
www.imaginationlibrary.com.
 
Administering the program in our mountain foothills area 
requires funding – if you would like to donate or become a 
sponsor of this worthy cause, please email your neighbor 
and Imagination Library Chairperson, Marianne Temple at: 
mariannetemple60@gmail.com 

If you or your neighbors are involved with non-profits, 501 (3) (C)'s or 
other charitable initiatives, please contact Tim Grace to arrange to have a 
write-up in these pages (305-926-5894. Tim.Grace@N2Pub.com

Ridge resident Marianne Temple (second from left) and her Rotary Colleagues raising funds 
for the Imagination Library at Rotary’s Annual ‘100 Holes of Golf’ – a crazy but very effective 
way of providing funding for the area’s non-profits.

Marianne and Dolly or Dolly and Marianne?


